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Brussels Rural Development Briefings

Briefing session n° 2: 

EC communication on “Advancing African Agriculture”

Brussels, 17th October 2007

Panel 2: The way forward: How to implement the AAA proposals?
IFAD and Africa: Key elements of IFAD’s work in Africa
Mr Mohamed Béavogui, Director of the Western and Central Africa Division, IFAD
Mr Béavogui’s presentation will outline IFAD’s current priorities and work in sub-Saharan Africa, with a special focus on projects and programmes in Western and Central Africa. It will go on to outline IFAD’s new vision and approach to supporting poverty reduction efforts through agricultural and rural development within the wider global effort to support development and poverty reduction and how it is translating these into practice at the field level. It will then focus on three key areas: support to policy processes in Africa; support to institution-building; knowledge management and innovation, to foster innovation, learning and sharing, and to establish more systematic approaches to scout and disseminate innovations.

IFAD’s support for institutional development will be described, focusing on the need to support farmers and their organisations to enable them to be true partners in agricultural development and policy making. The need to complement support to farmers, their organisations, and other private sector operators along value chains, with a supportive public sector and policy environment will be addressed, supported by concrete examples from IFAD’s work in Africa.
Mr Béavogui will outline IFAD’s support to strengthening policy analysis and policy development and key policy issues in Africa, highlighting the challenges raised by Poverty Reduction Strategies, their role in boosting the contribution of agriculture to poverty reduction and the need to engage all rural actors in policy dialogue. The presentation will discuss IFAD’s work with IFPRI on a regional programme to monitor the rural component of poverty reduction strategies, with OECD on policy analysis and regional efforts to support policy dialogue and informed policy formulation through the Rural Hub.

Finally, selected IFAD-supported initiatives that aim to learn from experience in the field, identify success stories and share lessons between projects, programmes, rural development actors and countries in sub-Saharan Africa will be outlined. This approach to learning and sharing aims to support the replication and upscaling of successful innovative approaches to sustainable agricultural development and poverty reduction. A current initiative on scouting and sharing innovations in Western and Central Africa will be presented as an example. This will provide the basis for a discussion on new partnerships and collaboration in the field.
Mohamed Béavogui is Director of Western and Central Africa Division, IFAD, Rome. The Western and Central Africa region contains 24 countries all of which are members of IFAD; IFAD has a loan portfolio and ongoing programmes in eighteen of these: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, the Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of Congo, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, and Sierra Leone. In mid-2007, the Division had ongoing loans comprising 57 ongoing or approved projects and programmes in the region with IFAD financing totalling $633 million with co-financing by governments and donor agencies of $709 million. These investments were complemented by grants totalling $11.9 million. 
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