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THE COMPREHENSIVE AFRICA AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (CAADP) ADVANCEMENT OF AGRICULTURE IN AFRICA

Input on the EC Communication Advancing African Agriculture
Executive Summary
BY

Dr. Ir. Angel Elias Daka

Africa’s major problem is food insecurity particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa. To date over 10 – 15 countries of the nineteen COMESA member states involving a combined population of over 370 million people are food insecure because of the dismal performance of agriculture. Some reasons causing food insecurity include; low-level of irrigated agriculture (under-utilized water resources), frequent droughts, desertification, soil erosion and soil fertility loss, loss of biodiversity and general natural resources, declining world market share due to uncompetitiveness of African agricultural products and generally declining commodity prices for some traditional export crops-hence the need for diversification. This hampers the overall economic development at national and Regional level. Paradoxically over 80% of the African population depends on agriculture for their livelihoods. This sector accounts for more than 32% of GDP within the COMESA region and provides a livelihood for about 80% of the labour force and 65% of foreign exchange earnings and contributes more than 50% of raw materials to the industrial sector. 

In order to achieve the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) # 1, AU-NEPAD has targeted to halve hunger by the year 2015. The major vehicle to deliver this challenging goal is the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) implemented by the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). The CAADP agenda is to have all COMESA member states achieve an agriculture growth rate of 6% by 2015 in order to produce enough food and cut hunger by half by that time. The CAADP envisages that a dedicated agriculture investment at 10% of a country’s annual budget by each of the COMESA states would help achieve the above daunting task. Further CAADP believes that facilitating improvements in agricultural productivity should go along with facilitation of market access especially to smallholder farmers and trade of their agricultural products locally, regionally and globally. Advances in Science and Technology adoption are highly required to reverse the food insecurity facing Africa and COMESA in particular

The CAADP is thus tailored around four pillars i.e. Pillar 1: Sustainable Land and Water Management; Pillar 2: Infrastructure development and Market Access; Pillar 3: Food and Nutrition Security and Pillar 4: Technology Development and Adoption through Science and Research. These pillars have been conceptualized and through a strategic planning process are being developed into Regional Frameworks endorsed by COMESA states to help with respective government policy development for implementation. Following a CAADP process that engages nations to endorse the developed strategies helps them achieve the CAADP agenda whilst reaching their economic targets and achieving household food security through sustainable agriculture development. 

All COMESA states have introduced the CAADP with buy-in by respective governments. A technical stocktaking process of respective states is at various stages but it is hoped that by the end of the year all but three member states would have fully launched the CAADP compacts with donor commitments to help implementation buy funding the programmes at country levels. Rwanda was the first country to fully launch the CAADP at a round table conference involving stakeholders and donors. Support is urgently required for countries that have completed and began enforcing the CAADP agenda so as to accelerate development. CAADP requires substantial mobilization of resources internally and externally in order to sustain recent progress made in agriculture at country and Regional levels. All initiatives by development partners in Agriculture for Africa should be aligned to the CAADP.
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