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Policies and Institutions (Research)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

DR. DENIS T. KYETERE

CHAIRPERSON, FARA

The Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) highly appreciates the EU proposal on Advancing African Agriculture and is ready to facilitate and contribute to its implementation.

Commenting on the proposal, in general, it is assumed the use of the words “regional” equates to “sub-regional” [Sub-Regional Organisations, (SROs)] and “continental” equates to “Regional” i.e. FARA’s mandate.  This is for consistency, in the African sense that they are used for.  The intensification of production, competitiveness on regional and international markets and risk management are all important in SRO and FARA’s Strategic Plan.  Intra-regional markets also have a high potential for increased trade and should also be focused on.  We also note that risk management is increasingly serious and problematic due to climate change and threat and spread of emerging pests and diseases that are becoming common.  Research is urgently needed because there are no traditional coping mechanisms for these risks.  The references to capacity building are all put in specific contexts.  This does not give proper relevance to the overall deficiencies in human and institutional capacity.  The six areas that have been prioritized by the EC are entirely consistent with FARA and SRO priorities.
On much more focus on priority “Research, Knowledge Systems and Dissemination”, FARA agrees with the aims and modalities and is keen to collaborate with the EC in implementing this priority.  FARA, as the lead institution for CAADP Pillar 4, has developed the Framework for African Agriculture Productivity (FAAP) with all relevant stakeholders.  This has been endorsed by the African Heads of States as a guide to achieve the African vision for agriculture.  It is thus necessary that NEPAD keeps pressure on African Governments to honour their pledge to invest in agriculture and rural development.

FARA is committed to the alignment with African priorities, based on CAADP processes, principles and targets.  Its value addition is at the continental level, in alignment with the African Union too, acting through its Regional Initiatives:  DONATA (Dissemination of New Agricultural Technologies in Africa); RAILS (Regional Agricultural Information and Learning System); SCARDA and BASIC (Strengthening Capacity for Agricultural Research and Development) and (Building Africa’s Scientific and Institutional Capacity); and SSA CP (Sub-Saharan Challenge Programme).  These have potential for continental level spillovers.  They are implemented primarily at the National Institutes level in accordance with the Subsidiarity Principle.
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