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Brussels Rural Development Briefings-A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues

Briefing session n° 2: EC communication on “Advancing African Agriculture”

Brussels, 17th October 2007

Welcome remarks by Sir John KAPUTIN
Secretary General of the ACP Secretariat
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, let me congratulate the CTA for its very interesting initiative of launching the Rural Development Briefings aimed at raising awareness on key issues for the ACP countries and providing a platform for discussions amongst the development community based in Brussels. The ACP Secretariat is very pleased to be a co-organiser of these Briefings and we are very committed to the process of raising more awareness on issues important for the ACP Group and in widely disseminating the outcomes of these discussions.
In view of the programme and the many speakers, I will be brief to allow time for the exchange of views.

We all know that in Africa up to 80% of the population lives in rural areas and depend mainly on small-scale farming. 

We all know the importance of agriculture in most of our countries and regions in terms of employment and therefore economic growth, food security, stability and market access at national, regional and international level. 
We are all convinced that those rural communities face increasing new challenges affecting them much more seriously: climate change, biofuels, pandemics such as HIV//AIDS, a liberalised and competitive environment which undermines their efforts out of poverty. 

Rural poverty has increased affecting agricultural production and productivity as well as the traditional life of various groups, farmers, women, young people, forcing them to migrate to cities within or outside their country.
Rural areas haven’t diversified very much and lack of investment in all sectors has put more pressure on populations and communities already vulnerable. 

But we also all know that agriculture is the way out of poverty in most of African countries and that the sector deserves all our attention and support, starting by sound policies at local, national and regional level which will facilitate economic development and distribution of resources.

We are therefore very pleased with this initiative from the EC on "Advancing African Agriculture”. We share and support the principles and key areas of the underlined EU-African Union cooperation as a way to support agricultural development in Africa, with special focus at regional and continental levels. 

We all have the responsibility to find ways to improve the lives of millions of rural poor and I believe that this initiative can make a difference. 

However, we need to keep in mind a few prerequisites for success:

Action and impact on the ground

We recognise the merit and areas covered by this communication, but we will need to move, with the main interested parties, to a more concrete calendar of action and a sound division of labour.

We need to involve and voice the concerns and priorities of the various groups, which will be the ultimate beneficiaries and the primary players in the ground.

Division of labour and coordination

We certainly need to apply the principle of division of labour amongst the various actors at national, regional and continental level in Africa but also amongst the various donors and partners at the EU and international level, in an innovative and efficient way. 

At this effect and to reach sustainability, we need to define realistic targets and responsibilities to reach tangible results.

Ownership

It is true to say that we need partners in this ambitious initiative but the key issue, which will make the difference from other past initiatives, will be the ownership and commitment primarily on the part of governments, local authorities and both national and regional parliaments in decision-making processes relating to agricultural policy and food security.

We also need to encourage a more extensive and continued participation of the African civil society: women’s groups, farmers, consumers group, NGO’s, researchers.

The ACP Group will play its part in facilitating the ownership of the process at the consultation, implementation and monitoring stages. With the support of our partners, we will also strengthen the involvement of various African stakeholders involved in the agricultural and rural sector as we have started with the support of CTA to intensify our dialogue with researchers, information specialists and farmers groups.

I thank you very much for your attention and wish you a fruitful debate.
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