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The array of information on climate change and the effects in developing countries is bewildering, but the amount of research into climate change effects on rural populations is hidden in the 1.5 million items found by google on the subject as a whole.

Most practitioners and researchers in development are primarily interested on being briefed on what's new and significant, and researching the various sources that may hold material which may be of interest. Hence a solution where they select sources and access them through their own interfaces - rather than visiting one site – is a preferred direction.

Euforic has been working with the research4development.info web site that provides access to development research projects and outputs. In doing this work we have focused on providing the user with a way they can keep in touch with what's new on a subject, but at the same time improve the retrieval of information and guide them to other sources on the web.

To keep updated users have their own personal homepage on which they can add any relevant sources of information. This allows them to combine the latest papers from a scientific journal, with a list of relevant projects currently being funded, open a window on a calendar of development events and even see relevant videos. To support this interface we package information on climate change and development as Really Simple Syndication (RSS) newsfeeds, which can then be used in the homepage, or received as email alerts.

Information on the Research4development site has been restructured so that all the relevant information can be seen through a subject page on climate change, and this can be used to search all projects and documents. 

To search other parts of the internet a search assist module allows you to retrieve information from books, scientific papers, project databases and news services. The search assist service is setup to retrieve research results from R4D projects, but can be used to search any research output.

In using and developing the service we have learnt several lessons on retrieving research materials on climate change and development which we will share by illustration.

