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Developing countries are expected to suffer the most from the negative impacts of climate change mainly due to the economic importance of climate-sensitive sectors including agriculture and fisheries for these countries. The limited human, institutional, and financial capacity of most developing countries, including Nigeria, to anticipate and respond to the direct and indirect effects of climate change further militates against the achievement of their target development goals. However, experience from some countries suggests that the best way to address climate change impacts is by integrating adaptation responses into development planning. This is fundamental to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, including the over-arching goal of halving extreme poverty by 2015.

In Nigeria, the low-lying lagoonal coasts are economically active areas where a large number of rural populations engage in artisinal fishing. The 20000 fisher folks occupying the 15 kilometres stretch of the Nigerian coastline in Ogun State in the south-western region of the country are especially vulnerable to impacts of climate change including flood risks. The fishing communities along this coastal stretch are subject to flooding due to rainfall and storm surges during the rainy season months of May – October which results in some of these communities being submerged for much of this period.  Socio-economic activities including movement of people, fish processing and marketing activities are subsequently hindered impacting on their livelihood and wellbeing.  The absence of social infrastructure including roads, health centres, electricity and inadequate government structures at the local and state levels in this coastal area further compound vulnerabilities of these rural communities.  Poverty levels are therefore as high as 70 per cent.  Climate risk management strategies are therefore required to ensure sustainable livelihoods, alleviate poverty and contribute towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

The aim of the project is to employ participatory methods to enhance the capacity of fishing households and communities in the project area to effectively adapt to the increasing impacts of climate change including flood risks in order to achieve their sustainable development goals. The activities that are in progress towards achieving this broad purpose include:

· Information development of the priority system in terms of flood risks, vulnerability and adaptation needs to enable knowledge-based decision making by vulnerable groups in the fishing communities, decision makers and planners, and to effect formulation of appropriate policies that will benefit the communities.

· Education and public awareness activities for the benefit of both primary stakeholders in the coastal communities, civil society and planners and decision makers. This is being achieved through the development and use of risk communication products.

· Community Climate and Livelihood Forums are planned to share knowledge, skills and support activities that enhance capacity to adapt to flood risks. These forums will also serve as a platform to facilitate social learning.

·  Policy engagement activities to link locally determined adaptation needs to local government and state policy structures and to support capacity to integrate climate adaptation into national and sectoral planning are being undertaken through advocacy work and the organization of stakeholder meetings and workshops at the local/state government and national levels.

This project is being undertaken at a very appropriate time as outcomes of the pilot action will provide lessons of the benefits of community-led initiatives for climate adaptation among vulnerable groups in Nigeria’s coastal areas. Findings from the study will also provide input for integration into climate adaptation planning and policy making in the country.

