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Context and main issues to be discussed

Climate change challenges for agriculture..
While the specifics of climate change are unclear, two general trends in ACP countries and specifically in sub-Saharan Africa are discernable. First, heavy rainfalls and droughts are likely to become more frequent and severe, and an accurate prediction of these events remain difficult. Second, in the longer term, rises in temperature are expected to have negative impacts on crop yield and areas of cultivable land.

Nearly all future scenarios indicate that Africa is expected to be worst hit. Some models predict up to a 9% decrease in potential agricultural land by the 2080s and reductions in yield of up 10% and 18% for cereals and maize respectively by 2050
 . A recent IPCC report concludes that yields from rain fed agriculture could fall by as much as 50% by 2020 in some areas. The pathways of change are not straightforward. Improvements in crop varieties and wider agricultural technology might counteract reduced yields, especially as current figures are often way below optimal levels, but this is far from certain.

In a nutshell, three main challenges for agricultural and rural development are conceivable:

· Unpredictable agriculture means growth multipliers may not work

· Increased 'Low potential' lands may stimulate social and political conflict

· Climate change will probably reduce the total area of arable land, and precipitate an increase in low-potential lands.

..and opportunities as well

On the other hand, increased meteorological variability might increase yields in particular locations, open up new cropping possibilities, and lead to reconfigured patterns of growth and trade that will benefit some. For example, there are substantial potential benefits from climate change mitigation strategies, such as the production of bio-fuels. 

As far as the capacity of individuals to respond to altering climatic conditions is concerned, labour-intensive agricultural growth on small farms is likely to still occur in given the high flexibility and adaptability of small farms, not least the experience of farmers in coping with variable climates
. Anyway, there are also reasons to believe that small farms might struggle to adapt. They are often found on less productive land, and in marginal environments; and will clearly struggle if adaptation requires large financial costs.

Overall, we feel there are good reasons to be concerned. 
In this context, some specific adaptation strategies in Nigeria, Mali and Malawi will be highlighted in Session 1, that will examine: “The challenges of climate change for agricultural policy and some adaptation strategies”.

Key role of knowledge, information and communication

As climate change moves to the centre of policy debates and its potential impacts on all aspects of human livelihoods are well known, a reliable access to information and knowledge becomes critical. This is necessary to inform the decisions of policy-makers and their advisers, to raise awareness amongst the general public, to guide the actions of specialists and experts who design and implement actions on the ground, as well as to assist farmers and rural communities to make informed choices. 

A particular feature of the climate change challenge is the need for coherent actions involving many actors and countries, operating at different levels. Information and communication systems will therefore be challenged to deliver reliable, trustworthy and timely knowledge in appropriate, affordable and accessible ways. 

Against this background, a specific session will be devoted to the role of information and communication in coping with climate change. Session 2 will therefore focus on “Increasing knowledge and sharing best practices” and will introduce some approaches and tools to enhance information flows and access to the knowledge base on climate change in a development context. The focus will be on the research base, namely on how to find out what's at stake, how to gain access to it and how to maximize its value.

Objectives of the workshop

· Raise awareness on the potential impacts of climate change on the agricultural sector and rural communities by bringing voices from the field;

· Exchange information and expertise sharing among policy-makers, researchers and practitioners on the potential impacts of climate change on agriculture and rural development on climate change and rural development;

· Provide updated information and a platform of discussion on the various experiences on the field through Information and Communication Technologies.
Target group

ACP-EU policy makers, civil society groups, researchers and development practitioners
. An emphasis will be made on giving the voice to the experts in the field. 

Organisers

DG Development of the European Commission, CTA, UNITAR, Euforic, IIED.

Outputs 

Input and comments before, during and after the meetings will be included in the Briefings blog: http://brusselsbriefings.net/. Short reports (briefings) in printed and electronic format will be available shortly after the meeting.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.iiasa.ac.at/Research/LUC/JB-Report.pdf" �Fischer et al 2002�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.org/gef/adaptation/docs/foodproduction.pdf" �Parry et al 2004�


� Martin Prowse, Leo Peskett and Tim Braunholtz, Millennium Development Goals, agriculture and climate change, ODI, 2007


� In this context, the workshop will benefit from the 30 ACP experts financed by CTA to attend the EDD.








