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State of the Environment (SoE) assessment and reporting are a key requirement in the southern African Development Community SADC, and this is clearly spelt out in a regional report to the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro. State of environment reporting got a boost in the region when when SADC leaders endorsed the southern Africa’s 15 year development plan, the Regional Indicative Development Plan (RISDP), which calls for the production of regional state of environment reports at five-year intervals. 
SoE reporting is a communication and knowledge sharing tool used to monitor and assess changes in the environment. It involves the systematic and timely collection, documentation and compilation of information and data. This process identifies causes and processes that condition the status of the environment, the ecological and social impacts of such conditions and response mechanisms to such state and impact. 
State of the Environment in Southern Africa is the first SoE report for the SADC region and was published in 1994 through the Communicating the Environment (CEP) partnership. Various SoE thematic updates  were also produced through CEP, and these include, Water in Southern Africa (1996), Biodiversity of Indigenous Forests and Woodlands in Southern Africa (2000), State of the Environment Zambezi Basin 2000, Defining and Mainstreaming Environmental Sustainability in Water Resources Management (2002), and the Southern Africa Environment Outlook which is currently in production. 
In all the SoE publications produced for southern Africa, air/atmosphere is one of the major themes discussed. Under this theme a trend analysis of climate change, climate variability, air pollution and the ozone layer is given. From the basis that southern Africa is considered one of the most vulnerable regions to climate change, the analysis given in SoE assessments and reports tends to focus more on adaptation to climate change.

Besides the regular books, the SoE initiative for southern Africa also produces factsheets, newsletters, policy briefs and posters. The production of this family of products ensures that a wide target audience is reached, and that the tastes and interests of various people are adequately covered. The SoE process is built around a firm data and indicator infrastructure around which the analysis and graphics for the books are generated.
In addition to producing hard copy material, the SoE products for southern Africa are increasingly being published on-line through the Virtual Library for Southern Africa – www.sardc.net Knowledge for Development.

