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Complying with Fairtrade standards: experience from the producers
Moctar Fall – Interface Trading 
Executive Summary
In recent years, there has been a proliferation in countries in the North of fair trade trademarks and labels, making consumers and the public authorities very wary about these products, while in the ACP producers see such labels and trademarks as a guarantee of access to markets in the North.
With a view to protecting the image and authenticity of the fair trade approach, fair trade organisations have reacted by attempting to systematize quality initiatives via self-regulation procedures. The guarantee systems put in place via the certification and labelling processes meet this need. However, they have major implications for the most disadvantaged small producers. They have inherent limits and difficulties, including:
· difficulties relating to the cost of upgrading production systems;

· the issue of certification costs which increase the prices of products and make their market access more difficult;

· the difficulty of applying the same warranty principle to different types of products, etc. etc.
These key questions can only and must only be addressed within the framework of wide-ranging, inclusive consultations which involve all the stakeholders, in particular producers, in establishing standards, implementation strategies and support measures.
There can be no question of the organisations of the North fixing the rules and guidelines and for the organisations of the ACP countries to observe and apply them blindly. Fair trade is a partnership approach; it must remain so and its development must integrate the interests of all the stakeholders.
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