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Fair Trade cotton: when Fair Trade supports added value and processed goods
Mamadou Ouattara – AProCA 
Executive Summary
AProCA (Association of African Cotton Producers) was set up in December 2004 in Cotonou, Benin, with 6 countries. Today it has 13 member countries (English-speaking, Portuguese-speaking and French-speaking).

On 05 and 06 November 2006, the five member countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mali and Senegal) involved in the production of Fair Trade and organic Fair Trade cotton and partners that support them met in Bobo Dioulasso in Burkina Faso to ask the AProCA to assume the leadership of these initiatives on behalf of producers.
The market in Fair Trade and organic Fair Trade cotton is developing thanks to pressure from consumers in the North on textile manufacturers to assume their social and environmental responsibilities in production areas. Although this phenomenon is fairly recent (2005 for Fair Trade cotton in France and Switzerland and 2002 for organic Fair Trade cotton) it has developed rapidly and is also increasingly popular with certain categories of producers (young people and women) whose presence in traditional cotton production is low because of difficulties in obtaining access to land and credit. Production volumes have increased from year to year since that date. This production is also attracting an increasing number of producers from among the most disadvantaged sections of the population (young people and women). Fair Trade and organic Fair Trade cotton are opportunities for producers because the price fixed by the FLO standards unit is attractive in the current climate.

It is difficult to determine the market potential because of the recent presence of this type of fibre on the market but the potential for Fair Trade fibre can be estimated at 60 000 tonnes (for the next 5 years) on the basis of an annual increase of 48% for Fair Trade fibre and organic Fair Trade fibre represents approximately 10% of the total volume of Fair Trade cotton. 
Overall cotton producers are better organised in rural communities and by these standards Fair Trade and organic Fair Trade cotton make an effective contribution to that.
There are several challenges ranging from output per field to determining a price that is not indexed to the traditional price.
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