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Samuel Poos – FAIR TRADE CENTRE, Belgian Technical Cooperation (BTC)
Executive Summary
The Fair Trade Centre is an instrument of the Belgian Federal State and was set up to provide direct support for Fair Trade. It is operated by the Belgian Technical Cooperation. The Fair Trade Centre has various objectives: 

•
to coordinate the Fair Trade Week; 

•
to support producer organisations in developing countries; 

•
to put in place a Fair Trade observatory; 

•
to organise discussion platforms and forums for the sector’s stakeholders.

Coordination of the Fair Trade Week

To promote Fair Trade as a real consumption criterion, the Fair Trade Centre and Belgian Development Cooperation organise every year in October a National Fair Trade Week, in collaboration with, among others, the sector’s main organisations and distributors of Fair Trade products.  

Promotions and awareness enhancing actions in the various sales networks, media campaigns, events sponsored by personalities, the participation of businesses and institutions, etc. are just some of the many events that make this special week THE Fair Trade moment of the year and provide an opportunity to boost the Belgian market. 

As part of the Fair Trade Week, the Fair Trade Centre organises the BE FAIR competition to reward and encourage new Belgian Fair Trade initiatives and in time to diversify the range of Fair Trade products in Belgium. 

Support for producer organisations

To make Fair Trade more effective as a means of combating poverty, marginalised producers must be able to ensure that their economic activity is sustainable, in particular via the development of new products or by improving existing products. 

That is why the Fair Trade Centre has developed a support programme aimed at Fair Trade producers, by financing various innovative projects, such as feasibility studies on the Fair Trade certification of marginalised soya producers (Brazil) or the Fair Trade certification of gold (Bolivia), or the creation of an international company to market Amazonian nuts, in which producers will own 1/3 of the shares. 

Africa is a priority. The Fair Trade Centre supports in particular the participation of African producers in various trade fairs in Europe (Kenya), efforts to improve the quality of craft products (Kenya, Nigeria), the development of quality coffees (Uganda) and the promotion of fair and solidarity-based tourism (Cameroon).

The Fair Trade observatory
The Fair Trade Centre regularly commissions studies to survey public opinion on Fair Trade or the state of the Fair Trade market in Belgium. The Fair Trade Centre publishes via its Internet site www.befair.be and its newsletter comprehensive information that is useful for companies, institutional buyers and public bodies.

Discussion platforms and forums for the various Belgian stakeholders in the sector

The Fair Trade Centre regularly organises meetings for the various Fair Trade organisations on subjects which concern the sector as a whole, such as for example the legal recognition of Fair Trade. 
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