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Executive Summary

1. Like the rest of the world, Caribbean region is reeling under the impact of steep and sharply rising food prices. This is exacerbated by the effects of astronomical rise in fuel prices and the resultant impact on the cost of living in general. It is negatively affecting the attempts to address poverty and achieve MDGs.

Interestingly, three decades ago (mid-70s) CARICOM first drew up a Regional Food Plan in similar circumstances (rising energy costs). It called for linking a regional programme of agricultural diversification to the oil and natural gas resources of Trinidad and Tobago in order to achieve regional food self-sufficiency.

During the 80s, the plan revived with the establishment of the Caribbean Food Corporation (CFC).

Today, another attempt has been made with the Jagdeo Initiative (spearheaded by Guyana President Jagdeo), and a special Summit of CARICOM Heads of Government on Food Prices and cost of living (December 2007).

2.None of previous initiatives have been successful. As a result Caribbean food import bill has risen sharply, reaching over USD3 billion, in a region with a population of less than 15 million of inhabitants. All CARICOM countries, except Belize and Guyana, are net food importers, with major areas of imports being North America (over 50%) and the EU.

3.Current problems are compounded by international trading environment (globalization and trade liberalization).

4. Previous initiatives have failed largely because they have relied on administrative, technical and statist measures and have generally ignored the role that the producers, farmers and farmers organizations can - and must - play if such efforts are to succeed. Recent developments at the international level underline the critical need for Food Security strategies in which Farmers Organizations and farmers must play a leading role.

5. Farmers Organizations in ACP regions have already been sharing experiences and developing strategies in which family agriculture can play a major role in providing food security, addressing rural poverty, increasing incomes and living standards in rural communities and forming the basis of a comprehensive rural development strategy. Regional integration, the development of national and regional markets are key to this approach. It must, however, also involve investment in rural infrastructure, as well as agricultural production, paying particular attention to transportation needs.

6. Special attention needs to be paid to increasing the efficiency of producers since farmers will not have market power unless they can influence the input and output markets. This calls for proper organization, training, development of market structures and institutional capacities.

