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Brussels Rural Development Briefings

A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues 

Briefing session n° 8: How does international migration affect ACP rural development?

Diaspora, volunteering and development: harnessing Diaspora skills for rural development 
Mrs Alache Ode – AFFORD
Executive Summary
This presentation will explore the contested concepts of Diaspora, volunteering and development.  It will present a framework for planning Diaspora programmes and explain how that has helped us to develop an effective engagement with Diaspora professionals.

The presentation will use the case studies of AFFORD and how its work of harnessing Diaspora professionals to support entrepreneurs, enterprise development and job creation in Sierra Leone is transforming rural communities.  It will be argued that Job creation and supporting SMEs provide more empowering alternatives to Aid or traditional development projects.
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