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Background 

The United Nations currently classifies 52 countries and territories as Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS)

1
. It is a diverse group with more than 50 million people, 43 of them located in the Caribbean and 

the Pacific regions. The group includes relatively rich countries but also some of the poorest countries in 
the world. SIDS were recognized as a distinct group of developing countries facing specific social, 
economic and environmental vulnerabilities at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1992. The UN has been supporting the SIDS in 
their sustainable development efforts through the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development 
of SIDS finalized at the Global Conference held in Barbados in 1994, known also as the Barbados 
Programme of Action (BPOA). This programme was reviewed in Mauritius in 2005 and the Mauritius 
Strategy for Implementation of the Programme recognizes the seriousness of the disadvantages most 
SIDS suffer from in the global economy.   
 

1. SIDS face many vulnerabilities 
 
Although small island nations across the African, Caribbean and Pacific regions have significant 
differences in terms of size, population, social and economic conditions, infrastructure, standard of living, 
there are many disadvantages that derive from small size such as a narrow range of resources, excessive 
dependence on international trade, high transport and communication costs, high population density. Due 
to their small size, isolation and fragility of island ecosystems, their renowned biological diversity is among 
the most threatened in the world. Natural disasters are of special concern to small islands because of 
their dependence on agriculture and tourism which are particularly vulnerable to natural and 
environmental disasters.  
Vulnerability to external shocks 
As demonstrated by much research work, all SIDS are more vulnerable to economic shocks and natural 
hazards than other countries or regions. Most of them specialize in a narrow range of products and have 
a limited domestic market. Several are single commodity exporters and rely heavily on export earnings. 
This external dependence increases their vulnerability to external economic threats and shocks

2
. Since 

1985, the World Bank has maintained a "small island exception" in its policy of eligibility for IDA 
concessionary treatment. External vulnerability is accentuated by the fact that for most households in 
SIDS, remittances from abroad is a very important source of income which acts as a buffer in the case of 
local hazards but is affected by recession and global financial crisis. 
Vulnerability to climate change 
SIDS are particularly vulnerable to global climate change, climate variability and sea level rise. As their 
population, agricultural land and infrastructure tend to be concentrated in the coastal zone, any rise in sea 
level has significant effects on their economies and living conditions. The increased frequency and 
intensity of the storm events that may result from climate change will also have effects on both the 
economies and the environments of SIDS.

3
 To be sustainable and efficient in the context of the SIDS, 

climate change adaptation and mitigation require enormous financial resources, technology transfer and 
effective national, regional and global policy and governance frameworks.  
The dependence of SIDS on coastal and marine resources emphasizes the need for an ecologically and 
economically sustainable use. Fisheries are the most significant resource that Pacific Island countries 
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have for food security, livelihoods and economic growth.
4
 In the Caribbean, fish provide a vital resource 

for poor communities in terms of food security, employment and income. A combination of increasing 
temperatures and sea-level rise will result in changes to coastal circulation patterns, thereby affecting 
nutrient supply, lagoon flushing, coastal erosion and possibly ocean acidity and coral bleaching

5
, resulting 

in a large gap in the fish needed for food security.
6
  

Dependency on Tourism 
The tourism sector is the key economic sector for SIDS in terms of earnings and employment. Tourism 
has strong links with other sectors such as agriculture, environmental services financial services, ICTs…. 
However, if not properly planned and managed, tourism can significantly degrade the environment on 
which it is so dependent, especially the coastal zones. Climate-related changes and environmental 
degradation may have a significant impact on tourists’ destination choices.  
Food security is also of concern due to the vulnerability and limited scale of agriculture, already facing 
uncertain impacts from temperature and precipitation changes. Agriculture has been the mainstay for 
survival and economic development in many SIDS. Many islands are highly dependent on imported food 
and agricultural products, and very susceptible to changes in world food prices. Such prices may spike 
upwards as climate change exacerbates droughts and floods in the world’s major agricultural producing 
regions. There is usually great competition for land resources among tourism, agriculture and other land 
uses and the various uses should be carefully planned. 
 
From vulnerability to resilience: Policy responses 
Good governance is a key element of policy-making and building capacity for economic resilience and is 
dependent upon the availability of human and social capital.

7
 In order to move from a position of 

vulnerability and dependence to one of resilience, new areas of economic development need to be 
explored such as green economy. The development, dissemination and transfer of efficient energy 
technologies that can assist SIDS in mitigating the effects of climate change should be a priority. Many 
SIDS have identified the development of sustainable energy systems as a priority but greater investments 
in research and development are needed to support technical advances and enable rapid progression in 
renewable energy. The services sector, and in particular tourism, represent a genuine opportunity for 
SIDS to expand their economic activity while earning foreign currency. Investing in green tourism can 
reduce costs and enhance the value of ecosystems and cultural heritage. The private sector must be 
mobilized to support sustainable tourism and financing for investing in greening practices. The 
international community and development partners should give a particular attention to supporting SIDS 
to build resilience and develop their economies. 
 
Objectives of the Briefing  
To improve information sharing and promote networking, CTA, the DG DEVCO from the European 
Commission, the ACP Secretariat, Concord and regional partners organise briefings on key issues and 
challenges for rural development. The Briefing on 23-24

th
 April 2012, organized in partnership with the 

Mauritius Government and with the support of the EU delegation in Mauritius, will address issues related 
to vulnerabilities and opportunities for ACP small island economies. It will: (i) raise awareness in ACP 
countries on the key challenges affecting SIDS; (ii) increase exchange of information and expertise on 
selected areas affecting SIDS; (iii) facilitate networking amongst development partners. 
  
Target group  
Around 100 ACP-EU policy-makers and representatives of EU Member States, civil society groups, 
research networks and development practitioners, and international organisations.  
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Monday 23rd April 2012 
 
8h00-8h30 Registration  
8h30-9h00 Opening remarks 

Ambassador Skerritt-Andrew, Chair of the ACP Committee of Ambassadors and 
Ambassador of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) in Brussels, 
Michael Hailu, Director of CTA, The Honorable Dr Arvin Boolell, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade, Mauritius 
 

 
9h00-13h00 Panel 1:  Vulnerabilities and economic opportunities for small islands economies  
The Small Island Development States (SIDS) face a greater risk of marginalization from the global 
economy than many other developing countries. This essentially results from the combined adverse 
consequences of their small size, remoteness from large markets, high transport costs, and high 
economic vulnerability to economic and natural shocks beyond domestic control. However, major 
changes in technology, international economic conditions, communications and legislation give small 
island states new challenges and opportunities. This panel will discuss the opportunities for enhancing 
agricultural productivity and trade and building resilience to exogenous shocks. 
Panellists:  

- SIDS+20: history of the small islands development states 
Peter Kenilorea, Sustainable Development Officer, UN- High Representative for Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) 

- Measuring and coping with economic vulnerability of SIDS  
Lino Briguglio, Director, Islands and Small States Institute, Foundation for International Studies, 
University of Malta 

- Building economic resilience in SIDS through trade and climate change policies  
Robert Read, University of Lancaster, United Kingdom 

- Challenges in international and regional trade and new opportunities for SIDS in market access 
Nigel Durrant, Head, Agricultural Trade Unit, Office of Trade Negotiations (OTN), Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) Secretariat 

- Coastal and inland fisheries: old challenges and new opportunities 
Sloans Chimataro, Senior Advisor Fisheries, NEPAD 

 
13h00-14h00 Lunch 

 
14h00-17h30 Panel 2:   Reducing vulnerability and enhancing resilience to climate change  

and natural disasters  
Climate change is expected to result in a variety of environmental, social, and economic effects on island 
states, including threats to natural habitat, loss of habitable and agricultural land, coastal erosion, 
increased intensity and frequency of tropical storms, decreased food and water security, and adverse 
impacts on human health with particular acuity in small island economies. This panel will discuss these 
threats but also the development of adaptive capacities and community-base strategies to respond to 
climate change. It will also consider policy options to reduce vulnerability and enhance resilience of 
vulnerable economies. 
Panellists: 

- Rethinking an institutional framework at the global and regional level to support sustainable 
development of SIDS 
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Akilananda Chellapermal, Aurélie Hermans, IAESD Group 

- Protecting the marine environment and promoting coastal management in the Caribbean 
Christopher Cox, Programme Director, Caribbean Environmental Health Institute 

- Constraints and opportunities in land and marine resources management: the case of Tuvalu 
Faatasi Malologa, Director of Lands and Survey, Tuvalu 

- Building resilience through adaptation and mitigation strategies and actions 
Carlos Fuller, International and Regional Liaison Officer, Caribbean Community Climate Change 
Centre (CCCCC) 

- Building the Resilience of Communities and their Ecosystems to the Impacts of Climate 
Change in the Pacific 
Kenn Mondiai, Executive director, Partners with Melanesians Inc. (PWM), Papua New Guinea 

- Strengthening the capacities of the IOC on adaptation to climate change  
Fatoumia Ali Bazi, Project Manager and Brice Montfraix, Manager and Regional Adviser,  Indian 
Ocean Commission  
 

 
Tuesday 24th April 2012 
   
8h30-13h00 Panel 3:   Enhancing Sustainable Development of Small Island Economies  
This panel will discuss how  greening the economy can offer real opportunities for the small islands, 
enhance sustainable development and increase resilience for sustainable production and consumption, 
especially in the context of Rio+20.  
 
Panellists: 

- Sustainable production and consumption in the context of SIDS 
Professor Toolseeram Ramjeawon, Department of Civil Engineering, University of Mauritius 

- Potential for green growth in the Caribbean  
Ambassador Skerritt-Andrew, Ambassador of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States  

- Potential for green growth in the Pacific Islands  
Iosefa Maiava, Head of United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
Office, Subregional Office, Suva, Fiji  

- The Blue economy: new threats and opportunities to sustainable use of marine resources  
Terrence Phillips, Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) 

- The role of the private sector in enhancing sustainable trade and investment 
Hafiz Khan, Chairman, Pacific Islands Private Sector (PIPSO) 

- Dominica’s Organic Island initiative: the WINFA experience-Fair trade initiatives 
Rose Renwick, WINFA, St Lucia 

- From Farm to Plate: opportunities and connections that farms have with resorts  
Sharon Greene, Manager, Sinalei Reef Resort and Spa, Samoa 

- Strengthening interregional partnerships and capacities in preparation of RIO+20 and beyond  
Christophe Raoelina, Economist, Implementation of the SIDS ‘Mauritius Strategy’ in the ESA-IO, 
Indian Ocean Commission   
 

13h00-14h00 Lunch 

14h00-17h30 Enhancing Sustainable Development of Small Island Economies 

- Emerging opportunities in the Caribbean agribusiness and agro-tourism sectors 
Donald Keith Amiel, President, Caribbean Agribusiness Association, Jamaica 

- Sustainability in the context of coastal and marine tourism in Seychelles 
Selvan Pillay, Director, National Meteorological Service, Seychelles 

- Environmental sustainability: the case of Papua New Guinea 
  Theresa Kamau-Kas, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Papua New Guinea 
- Adding value to agricultural processed good: "Made in PNG" 

Chey Scovell, Chief Executive Officer, Manufactures, Chief Advisor, Minister Trade, Commerce 
and Industry, Council of Papua New Guinea 
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- CARICOM private sector's perspective on sustainable trade and investment 
Carol Ayoung, Chief Executive Officer, Caribbean Association of Industry & Commerce 

- Strengthening national resilience through implementation of sustainable land planning  
Tarakabu Tofinga, Senior Land Planning and Management Officer, Ministry of Environment, Land 
and Agriculture, Kiribati 

- Seychelles: carbon neutral destination 
Nirmal Jivan Shah, Chief Executive, Nature Seychelles 

- Eco-tourism initiatives within the Caribbean 
Jennifer Edwards, Expert on Tourism, Bahamas 

 
The way forward 
 
Conclusions: H.E. Alessandro Mariani, Head of EU Delegation in Mauritius, Ambassador Skerritt-Andrew, 
Chair of the ACP Committee of Ambassadors, Michael Hailu, Director of CTA 
 
 
 
 


