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Brussels Rural Development Briefings

A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues 

Briefing session n° 1: 
Key challenges for rural development in the ACP countries
Context

A growing number of developments and challenges having an impact on the agricultural and rural sector of the ACP countries are emerging, most of them representing key areas of the ACP/EU development cooperation.  While many development organizations (international, governmental, NGOs, networks) deal with these issues at the national and regional level, we still need an effective exchange of information and experience among the development community in Brussels to increase collaboration and strengthen partnership. 

Briefings
In order to improve information sharing and promote networking, several partners -CTA, the EC-DG Development, the EU Presidency, ACP Secretariat, Euforic..- will organize bimonthly briefings on key issues and challenges for rural development in the context of EU/ACP cooperation. The first meeting, which will be held on 4th July 2007, will set the scene and will look at the impact of globalization on rural livelihoods, the policy context and regional integration and the aid effectiveness and harmonization amongst donors. 
Objectives

· to raise awareness in Brussels on rural development issues and emerging challenges;

· to promote information and expertise sharing among the development groups based in Brussels, by providing an updated source of information and a platform of discussion;

· to strengthen reciprocal cooperation and collaboration and promote networking between Brussels-based development partners;

Target group
Target audiences are ACP-EU policy makers, representatives of EU Member States, civil society groups, European research networks, researchers and development practitioners, international organisations based in Brussels. The number of participants expected will be around 100. 
Format
During this half-day meeting, various speakers and discussants will bring different perspectives to the topic and an interactive discussion will follow. Resource material, list of existing networks and platforms and web services will be available. Interpretation in French and English will be provided.

Outputs 
A blog will be set up to capture the input and comments before, during and after the meetings. Short reports (briefings) in printed and electronic format will be available shortly after the meeting. Material and results will be posted in the website of the organisers and partners to the event. Articles by IPS Europe, partner in this event, will be widely disseminated. 
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Programme - 4th July 2007
Hotel Silken Berlaymont

 11-19 Boulevard Charlemagne - 1000 Brussels
8h15
Registration

8h30-8h45
Welcome remarks by organizers and introduction
8h45-9h15
Introduction- The challenges posed to rural development in ACP countries 

9h15-10h45
Panel 1: The macro-economic environment and its impact on the rural poor

This session will look at the economic and social impact of the globalization on rural livelihoods in ACP countries, emerging key challenges for rural population and viable pathways out of poverty and vulnerability.

Panellists:

· Steve Wiggins, Agriculture and Rural Livelihoods Group, ODI

· Thomas Elhaut, Director of the Asia and Pacific Division, IFAD
· Professor Al Binger, UNDP, Caribbean
Discussant: H.E. Mr. Patrick I. Gomes, Professor, Ambassador of Guyana 
10h45-11h00
Coffee break

11h00-12h30

Panel 2: Policy context: the African regional integration process
This session will look at the policy options in support of rural development in the African context lead by NEPAD, along with the implications of the current process of regional integration.

Panellists:

· Professor Marcel Mazoyer, Institut National Agronomique Paris-Grignon

· Dr Michael Waithaka, Eastern and Central Africa Programme for Agricultural Policy Analysis (ECAPAPA)

· Mamadou Cissokho, President of ROPPA
Discussant: H.E. Mr. Kadré Désiré Ouedraogo, Ambassador of Burkina Faso 
12h30-13h30 Lunch

13h30-15h00

Panel 3:  Aid effectiveness, harmonisation and alignment amongst donors

This session will look at the options to ensure a more rational division of labour and performance amongst the donor community.
Panellists:

· Bernard Petit, Deputy Director General, DG Development, EC

· Michael Wales, Global Donor Platform for Rural Development
· Denise Auclair, Policy Expert, CIDSE
Discussant: H.E. Mr. Errol Humphrey, Ambassador of Barbados
15h00-15h15
Closing remarks, Dr Hansjörg Neun, Director CTA
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