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Brussels Rural Development Briefings

A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues 

Briefing session n° 2: EC communication on “Advancing African Agriculture”

17th October 2007 - 8h30 – 13h30

European Commission, Building A. Borschette, Room AB-2D

Rue Froissart, 36 - 1040 Brussels

Context

In order to improve information sharing and promote networking, several partners - CTA, the EC-DG Development, the EU Presidency, ACP Secretariat, Euforic - organise bimonthly briefings on key issues and challenges for rural development in the context of EU/ACP cooperation. The second briefing will be held on 17th October 2007 to discuss the EC Communication on “Advancing African Agriculture”.

In 2007, the Commission adopted a proposal for closer cooperation between Europe and Africa in terms of agricultural development in Africa (Advancing African Agriculture). The initiative was based on the acknowledgement that significant progress towards the Millennium Development Goals would require acceleration in agricultural growth and in rural poverty alleviation. It follows on from the 2005 EU Strategy for Africa and responds to the increasing prominence that donors accord to the Comprehensive African Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) in Africa as a useful framework to stimulate agricultural development in a coordinated way. Furthermore, the African Union Commission and the European Commission have decided to collaborate closer and agriculture and environment form important elements. 

Objectives

· to raise awareness on existing and emerging key challenges for African Agriculture;

· to promote exchange of information and expertise sharing among the development groups based in Brussels, by providing an updated source of information and a platform of discussion;

· to feed in the debate and further consultation processes on going initiatives related to African Agriculture (related to the AAA initiative), by bringing  various perspectives around the table. 
Target group

ACP-EU policy makers, representatives of EU Member States, civil society groups, European research networks, researchers and development practitioners, international organisations based in Brussels. We expect around 80 participants. 

Format

During this half-day meeting, various speakers and discussants will bring different perspectives to the topic and an interactive discussion will follow. Resource material, list of existing networks and platforms and web services will be available. Interpretation in French and English will be provided.

Outputs 

Input and comments before, during and after the meetings will be included in the Briefings blog: http://brusselsbriefings.net/. Short reports (briefings) in printed and electronic format will be available shortly after the meeting. Articles by IPS Europe, partner in this event, will be widely disseminated. 
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Programme – 17th October 2007

8h00

Registration

8h30-8h45
Welcome remarks
Background to and main lines of the EC Communication on “Advancing African Agriculture”

Lluis Riera, Director of DG Development, European Commission

8h45-10h45 - Panel 1: What is needed to advance African Agriculture?
This session will look at the interrelation between the EC communication on “Advancing African Agriculture” and other initiatives with a perspective to support the advancement of African agriculture. Various stakeholders will bring their views and a regional perspective to the key areas underlined in the EC Communication  and the actions required towards increasing investment and commitment to Agriculture in Africa.
Panellists:

· James Tefft, Agricultural Sector in Economic Development Service, FAO

· Steve Wiggins, Agriculture and Rural Livelihoods Group, ODI

· Ides DeWillebois, Director of the Eastern and Southern Africa, IFAD
· Martin Bwalya, Lead Sustainable Land Management Specialist, NEPAD/CAADP 
· Gerhard Schmalbruch, Food Security group, Concord 

· Angel Elias Daka, Food security Advisor, COMESA
Discussant: Member of European Parliament 
10h45-11h00
Coffee break

11h00-13h00- Panel 2: The way forward: How to implement the AAA proposals? 
This session will examine the possible mechanisms which could facilitate the implementation at EU-ACP, continental and regional levels of the EC communication on Advancing African Agriculture on three strategic areas: policies, institutions and knowledge. It will look at potential partnerships and coordination mechanisms needed in the implementation process. 

Panellists:

· Mohamed Béavogui, Director of the Western and Central Africa Division, IFAD
· John Okidi, Director of the Policy Research Institute in Uganda IFPRI, Ethiopia
· Denis T. Kyetere, Chair, Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa, FARA

· Philip Kiriro, President, Eastern African Farmer’s Federation, EAFF
· Hansjörg Neun, Director of CTA

Discussant: H.E. Mrs Maria Manuela Dos Santos Luca, Ambassador of Mozambique 
13h00
Closing remarks
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