[image: image1.png]TR







Brussels Rural Development Briefings

A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues 

Briefing session n° 4: The climate challenge for ACP agriculture
13 February 2008- 8h30 – 12h30
European Commission, Building A. Borschette - Room 0D
Rue Froissart, 36 - 1040 Brussels
Over 70% of disasters in ACP countries are climate-related and, since climate change is increasing this percentage, securing livelihoods, building resilience, empowerment and reducing disaster risk are key dimensions of adaptation to climate change. Like sustainable development, the causes of vulnerability to climate change and disasters are complex and inter-related. Poor and vulnerable communities in developing countries have contributed least to the problem but suffer first and worst from the effects of climate change.

What are the implications of recent international agreements for ACP countries? From Rio to Bali, what has changed for ACP countries? What are some emerging issues which will impact on the agricultural sector in the coming years? What are the various perspectives from the stakeholders?

Objectives of the Briefing 
· to raise awareness on existing and emerging key challenges on climate change

· to promote exchange of information and expertise sharing among the development groups based in Brussels, by providing an updated source of information and a platform of discussion

· to feed in the debate on climate change by bringing various perspectives around the table which could support future EC interventions in ACP countries. 

The first panel will debate over the link between climate change, agriculture and poverty. It will try to highlight some policy issues that we consider key and would potentially impact the most on ACP countries:  the impacts of CC on agricultural production and technologies; CC implications on agricultural trade and markets and the role of capacity development when it comes to cope with CC. 

The second panel will illustrate some of those emerging issues in the context of agricultural and rural development sector:  cases where environmental concerns could work against poverty reduction, such as the food miles debate; the issue of deforestation and carbon markets and the implications for small producers in developing countries.
Target group
ACP-EU policy makers, representatives of EU Member States, civil society groups, European research networks, researchers and development practitioners, international organisations based in Brussels. We expect around 100 participants. 

Format
During this half-day meeting, various speakers and discussants will bring different perspectives to the topic and an interactive discussion will follow. Resource material, list of existing networks and platforms and web services will be available. Interpretation in French 

Outputs 
Input and comments before, during and after the meetings will be included in the Briefings blog: http://brusselsbriefings.net/. Short reports (briefings) in printed and electronic format will be available shortly after the meeting. Articles by IPS Europe, partner in this event, will be widely disseminated. 
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Briefing session n° 4: The climate challenge for ACP agriculture
13 February 2008 - 8h30 – 12h30
European Commission, Building A. Borschette - Room 0D
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8h30-9h00
Objectives and Programme of the Briefing 



Isolina Boto, Head, CTA Brussels Office

Introductory remarks
Sir John Kaputin, Secretary General of the ACP Secretariat 

Lluis Riera Figueras, Director, DG Development, European Commission 

09h00-10h30 - Panel 1:  From Rio to Bali: some emerging key issues for ACP countries 
· Climate change, agricultural policy and poverty reduction 
Dr. Mark Rosegrant, Director, Environment and Production Technology Division, International Food Policy Research Institute, IFPRI
· What role can trade and technology play in the fight against climate change?
Mr. Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz, Chief Executive, International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development, ICTSD
· Capacity development and information as a tool for coping with climate change

Isabelle Niang, Expert, Energy, Environment and Development Programme, ENDA, Senegal 
Discussant: Hon Josep Borrell Fontelles, Chair of the Committee on Development, European Parliament and former President of the European Parliament 
10h30-10h45
Coffee break

10h45-12h30 - Panel 2:  Linking climate change to agriculture and rural development
· Can environmental arguments work against development goals? The ‘food miles’ debate
Benito Müller, Oxford Climate Policy/Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, UK 
· Can carbon bring development? 'Avoided deforestation' carbon markets and implications for small producers

Leo Peskett, Forest Policy and Environment programme, ODI

· Technologies for community-based adaptation to climate change: some options and challenges
Rachel Berger, Climate Change Policy Advisor, Practical Action
Discussant: Hon Bernadette Lahai, Member of Parliament in Sierra Leone and Member of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, chair of African parliamentarians Network on Climate Change
Conclusions

Ishmael D Sunga, Chief Executive Officer, the Southern African Confederation of Agricultural Unions (SACAU, Chris Addison (Euforic) and Oumy Ndiaye (CTA)
12h30-14h00
Informal networking lunch
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