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Executive Summary
Introduction

“It is time to place agriculture afresh at the center of the development agenda, taking account of the vastly different context of opportunities and challenges that has emerged” . This is particularly true for Sub Sahara Africa where 85 percent of the poor depend for their livelihoods at least partly on agriculture; agricultural income growth is therefore key to rural poverty reduction. The dramatic and sudden rise in world food prices has come to recall us about this reality. While we talk, many African families are facing the daily reality of struggling to find the means to provide just one meal a day. This entire means only one thing – Agriculture has to deliver. In this framework quality and effectiveness of aid are critical. Conscious of the situation, African leaders developed the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP) as the NEPAD framework for the revitalization of the agriculture sector and initiative to accelerate growth and, eliminate poverty among African countries. The overall role of NEPAD is to energize and catalyze the CAADP process and to play an advocacy role in generating and sustaining the interests of national governments and the international development community to support this new African agenda. 

CAADP,framework and tool to improve aid quality and effectiveness
CAADP provides the first comprehensive effort harnessing Africa’s own energies and commitment to address the continent’s development challenges. It gives opportunity to improve quality and effectiveness of investments in Agriculture sector including aid for development. CAADP is a common framework, reflected in a set of key principles and targets that have been defined and set by the Heads of State and Government, in order to: (i) guide country strategies and investment programs; ii) allow regional peer learning and review; iii) facilitate greater alignment and harmonization of development efforts. CAADP marks two key intermediate targets, namely: (i) pursuit of a 6% average annual agricultural sector growth rate at the national level; and (ii) allocation of 10% of national budgets to the agricultural sector.

CAADP round tables process a tool for better harmonization and alignment of Agricultural development efforts including aid 

The CAADP efforts drill down to the national level through the “roundtable” process which focuses on: (i) Aligning state policies with regional priorities and the four pillars; (ii) Exploiting synergies and inclusive discussions on socio-economic bottlenecks and deciding appropriate action on those matters; (iii) Identifying gaps in the donor funding needed to achieve agreed priorities; (iv) Initiating work to monitor and evaluate CAADP’s progress at the national, regional and continental levels.

NEPAD Agriculture unit specific role in improving quality and effectiveness of aid comes out through its 2008 – 2013 strategic plan

As a result of the strategic planning process, NEPAD Secretariat has defined five strategic areas where its intervention can contribute to the achievement of CAADP goals and support CAADP implementation: (i) Partnership and coalition building to link resources with agriculture investment programmes; (ii) Promoting CAADP principles in CAADP implementation processes and resulting investment programmes; (iii) Monitoring and assessment of CAADP impact to improve CAADP implementation; (iv) Managing communication and information in support of CAADP implementation and partnership; (v) Harnessing key thinking and experience on African agriculture issues to articulate African perspectives and contribute to the evolution of the CAADP agenda.
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