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A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues 

Briefing session n° 8: How does international migration affect ACP rural development?

Opportunities and challenges of migration for rural development in the ACP states 
Mrs Tamara Keating – IOM
Executive Summary
This presentation provides a brief overview of the current migration trends and demonstrates the importance of including migration aspects into policymaking, particularly in the field of development. Based on the conclusions of the World Migration Report 2008, it mentions some of the most important challenges states currently face, particularly in the agricultural sector, while showing how at the same time, significant opportunities for development and job creation are linked to these migratory trends. 

Turning to the link between migration and development, the presentation gives examples of programmes mobilizing human capital (individual diaspora members and communities) for development, in particular in the agricultural sector, and talks about the conditions for success of such programmes. On the subject of remittances, the importance of internal migration and subsequent remittances from this type of migration is highlighted, and some numbers regarding the global increase in remittances and the potential use of remittances for development are briefly commented on. A few examples from African countries and countries in the Caribbean are selected to demonstrate how collective remittances can have a sustainable impact on the development of countries – or areas – of origin. 

The examples given in this presentation are placed in the overall context of the current policy debate and regional and international consultation processes on migration, such as the Global Forum on Migration and Development, the Puebla Process for North and Central America, the Migration Dialogue for Western and Southern Africa, the African Union organs, the ACP institutions, and all institutionalised cooperation mechanisms with the European Union. 

Thus, the objective of the presentation is two-fold: on the one hand, it demonstrates the importance of including migration aspects into national and regional development strategies as well as into policymakers’ deliberations in the context of regional and international platforms on social, economic, and environmental issues. On the other hand, the presentation shows some concrete examples of how migration – if managed well - can work towards the objectives of development. 
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