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Brussels Rural Development Briefings

A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues 

Briefing session n° 8: How does international migration affect ACP rural development?
Engaging Diaspora Organisations in Development: Lessons Learned, Challenges and Trends 
Mrs Leila Rispens-Noel – Oxfam Novib
Executive Summary
This presentation provides an overview of the works of Oxfam Novib in the field of migration and development and shows the possible approach in engaging diasporas in development. The presenter will walk the audience through the lessons learned and challenges in implementing its program which includes capacity building, building transnational alliances, and harnessing potentials of migrants;’ remittances for development.   
Oxfam Novib will also introduce briefly its new three-year project titled “Harnessing the potentials of migration for development by linking MFIs and immigrant associations” with funding from the EC. The International Alternative Financial Institutions (INAFI) is the co-implementing agency.
The following topics will be presented during the workshop:
1) What is the role of diaspora organisations in development cooperation?

2) In which way can the capacities of diaspora/immigrant associations be strengthened to benefit and contribute to development?

3) What are some of the good practices, challenges and lessons learned in working with diaspora organisations?
Oxfam Novib is a Dutch international development funding agency. It is an affiliate of Oxfam International, a group of thirteen independent, like-minded development organizations that are striving to achieve a more just world. 
The Oxfams work together with a total of 3,000 counterparts in 100 countries. Migration, development, and remittances are among the new innovative themes in the strategic business plan of Oxfam Novib in 2007-2010.
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