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NEWS LOCAL

Positive start for proposed 
Agritourism policy

Gizo market to be designed through shared views

BY BEN BILUA

THE two-day workshop 
on setting the scene for the 
proposed Agritourism Policy 
has concluded with a concrete 
foundation to draft the policy.

Collective ideas from 
local farmers, government 
ministries, hotel operators and 
other stakeholders have been 
documented and will be used 
to lure in support to develop 
the Agritourism policy to guide 
the industry in the country.

Speaking during the closing 
of the workshop yesterday, 
Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and External Trade 
Mr Peter Kenilorea Jr said 
the workshop provides a 
paramount contribution to the 
country’s ambition in securing 
a conducive environment and 
tapping the opportunities as 
well as benefits of Agritourism 
industry.

He said Agritourism is unique 
and has been operating in 
isolation and the establishment 
of the Agritourism policy will 
draw government ministries, 
hotel operators and farmers 
together and move forward.

“This workshop had 
achieved the idea of bringing 
every player together to create 
a policy that will better guide 
our work and move forward.

“This is very important 
because donors are always 
looking for well-organised 
organisations with well-guided 
policy.

“It is important that we 
organise ourselves before 

moving into business so that 
we rip the benefits rather than 
jumping on the industry only to 
regret later.

“I’m pleased to see most of the 
actors in the industry plus the 
experts attending this workshop.

“This is what my Ministry 
wants to see, we come together 
as partners and make concrete 
outcomes – an outcome that 
will make an impact on people’s 
live,” Kenilorea Jr said.

He stressed that the two day 
workshop will help change the 
way stakeholders think in doing 
things, improve linkages and 
move forward.

Kenilorea Jnr told those 
present that agriculture has 
been the backbone of Solomon 
Islands and that connecting 
the new but growing Tourism 
industry is the way forward.

He said the presence of the 
Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
livestock, Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism along with 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and External Trade speaks 
volume and demonstrates the 
seriousness of getting down 
to business and promote 
Agritourism sector.

Kenilorea Jnr pointed out 
that the sessions proved that 
everybody is calling for a results 
base action to move forward.

“This request is positive 
and encouraging for us to 
work together to make things 
happen,” he said.

Kenilorea Jr acknowledges the 
Technical Centre for Agriculture 
and Rural Cooperation 
(CTA), Pacific Islands 
Private Sector Organisation 
(PIPSO), International Fund 

for Agriculture Development 
(IFAD), South Pacific Tourism 
Organisation (SPTO), 
Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community (SPC) and Pacific 
Agriculture Policy Project 
for the support behind the 
workshop.

Agritourism is and 
combination of Agriculture 
and Tourism activities and 
is becoming an increasingly 
popular industry in the world. 

Agritourism offers a unique 
experience from picking fresh 
fruit, visiting farms and also 
tasting local cuisines.

Solomon Islands Agritourism 
policy is aiming at promoting 
local food produces which 
includes fruits, root crops, meats 
and ocean products in both 
local, regional and international 
markets.

CTA, PIPSO and 
SPTO assist SI 
Agritourism sector

Facilitators and participants who took part during the workshop.
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THE Technical Centre 
for Agriculture and Rural 
Cooperation (CTA), Pacific 
Islands Private Sector 
Organisation (PIPSO) 
and South Pacific Tourism 
Organisation (SPTO) are 
assisting the country with 
frameworks to effectively 
establish Agritourism.

These three regional 
organisations were instrumental 
in setting the scene for Solomon 
Islands’ proposed Agritourism 
Policy during the two-day 
workshop this week.

Consultant of CTA Ms 
Mereia Volavola said CTA 
with the support of PIPSO 
and SPTO will mobilise future 
programmes and activities 
based on the outcomes of the 
two days’ Agritourism Policy 
Setting workshop held at the 
Solomon Islands Broadcasting 
Cooperation (SIBC) in 
Honiara.

She told those present during 
the closing of the workshop that 
the outcome of the workshop 
will assist CTA to draft a 
proposal to secure funding to 
mobilise future programmes 
that would help establish an 
effective Agritourism industry 
in Solomon Islands.

“We will draft a proposal 
and submit the proposal to 
European Union Head office in 
Brussel for funding to help roll 
out these programmes.

“This means that you are 
expecting more and similar 

training like this in the future,” 
Volavola said.

She stressed that there are 
funding available under 
European Union for African 
and Caribbean, Pacific (ACP) 
to assist Agriculture and 
Tourism development.

Volavola stressed that Pacific 
Islands Countries are missing 
the chance over the past years 
to make use of the funding 
opportunities and it’s time to 
right the wrongs. She said CTA 
and other regional organisations 
are aware of the issues and are 
now mobilising programmes 
within the pacific region to 
tap the opportunity to develop 
private sectors focusing more 
on Agriculture and Tourism.

Volavola said the Agritourism 
Policy Setting workshop is part 
of the regional programmes 
CTA, PIPSO, SPTO and other 
regional organisation will going 
to facilitate in the region.

She stressed that the two days’ 
workshop has established a way 
forward for greater partnership 
between Solomon Islands 
government and the regional 
organisations for future 
collaboration.

Volavola acknowledges 
the government of Solomon 
Islands especially the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and External 
Trade, Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock, 
Farmers and Hotel operators 
for the contributions toward the 
workshop.

Gizo Market vendors during group dicussion. Photo by Collin Potakana/UN Women

ABOUT 30 market vendors 
from Gizo Market and 
members of the Gizo Market 
Steering Committee will give 
their feedback and ideas to 
guide the design of the new 
Gizo market redevelopment.

The two-day design 
consultation workshop in 
Gizo is being led by Reeves 
International, contracted by 
the Australian Government to 
construct the new marketplace, 
and facilitated by UN 
Women’s Markets for Change 
(M4C) project team that wants 
to ensure market venders’ 
voices are heard to help guide 
key design decisions.

The consultation will also 
assist Reeves International to 
engage more closely with the 
members of the Gizo Market 
Steering Committee and 
Market Vendors Association, 
and to better understand 
the views of market venders 
regarding design of the new 
Gizo Market.

“Having better engagement 
and collaboration across all 
stakeholders involved in this 
marketplace redevelopment – 
from builders to market vendors 
– assists to methodically gather, 
assess and include important 
feedback and comments within 
the Design Document,” said 
Mr Collin Potakana, UN 
Women Markets for Change 
National Project Coordinator.

 “Ensuring market vendors’ 
ideas are included in the 
upgrade plans, helps to 
promote women’s voices to 
ensure women – who account 
for more than 80 per cent[?] 
of vendors in Gizo – equally 
benefit from the economic 
opportunities arising from the 
market’s reconstruction, and 

from a clean, safe and healthy 
working environment,” said 
Potakana.

He added that a key component 
of UN Women Markets for 
Change project is to ensure that 
market infrastructure and on-
site services are developed in a 
gender-responsive manner, for 

example, if eight in 10 vendors 
are women then logically there 
should be more toilets for 
women. Gizo Market Vendor, 
Ruth Pana, said she is “very 
happy that they include us 
market vendors in this workshop 
so that know how the market 
will look like”.

“Also they gave us the chance 
to provide feedback to the design 
of the new market which shows 
us that our voices are heard and 
included,” Mrs Pana added.

The construction of the new 
market is a critical step towards 
stimulating increased economic 
opportunities and tourism 

not only Gizo and the nearby 
Islands, but also the Western 
Province as a whole.

M4C is a six-year, multi-
country initiative that aims 
to ensure marketplaces in 
rural and urban areas of Fiji, 
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu 
are safe, inclusive and non-

discriminatory, promoting 
gender equality and women’s 
empowerment.  A UN Women 
project, Markets for Change 
is implemented in partnership 
with UNDP and principally 
funded by the Australian 
Government.
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